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of Oxford, Abingdon, and Woodstock, as they were then defined,
and there were about 9,000 persons in the areas which have since
been included within these boundaries. The rest of the population
was really rural, for the small urban district of Wheatley, which
contained 966 persons, was something of an administrative anomaly.
Between 1911 and 1921 there was an increase of nearly 4,000 persons
in Oxford and 356 in Abingdon, while at Woodstock there was a
small decline.  The outlying areas since included in the first two
boroughs showed a further gain of about 1,400 persons. But this
increase of the 'urban' populations—5,636—was exactly equal to
that for the whole Area; and over most of the 'rural' parts of the Area
there were large declines. In the second decade, 1921-31, Oxford
City showed an increase of 13,249—19-7 per cent.—within its boun-
daries as they were extended in 1929; Abingdon increased by 360—
4-8 per cent. ;* and at Woodstock there was again a small decline.
But the 'urban' increase in this decade was only some 70 per cent, of
the whole—about 13,600 out of 19,000, and depopulation in the
districts which were still administratively 'rural' had almost stopped.
Finally, between 1931 and 1937 Oxford City showed a further gain
of nearly 16,000 people—19-6 per cent, of its 1931 population—and
both Abingdon and Woodstock also increased. But the 'urban' in-
crease was barely two-thirds of the whole.
It is clear that, whereas during the first decade the increase of the
curban' population was mainly within the then municipal boundaries,
or just outside them, in the kter years it has pushed beyond them
at an ever-accelerating rate. This tendency was met in the case of
Oxford by the Extension Act of 1928, which included within the
boundaries of the county borough most of the 'sub-urban' parishes
of Headington, Cowley, Iffley, Wolvercote, Cutteslowe, and part of
Marston; and in the case of Abingdon by an adjustment under the
Berkshire Review Order of 1934. But large populations of essen-
tially 'urban' habit and interest have widely overflowed even these
extended municipal boundaries.
In the parts of Oxfordshire which are, for administrative purposes,
'rural' there was in most places depopulation between 1911 and 1921.
The total population decreased from 17,627 to 16,650—a fall of 5-5
per cent.2 Of the 52 parishes (as constituted in 1931), 38 showed
declines of population, i was unchanged, and 13 showed increases.
1 Within the present boundaries, as extended in 1934.
3 Induding the parish of Wheatley, which was an urban district until April ist,
1932, when it lost its *urban} status, but excluding the areas affected by the Oxford
Extension Act, 1928.

